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We drove along the south side of the Bay of Islands until we reached our destination, Frenchman’s Cove.
With a population fewer than two hundred, Frenchman’s Cove is inhabited mainly by fishermen and their
families. Resting on the shore were

several orange dories that are used

for lobster fishing, along with a few

small fishing boats.

After meeting some wonderful
people and a quick round of sight
seeing, it was time for me to go back
to Nova Scotia. It was a pleasure to
lend a helping hand to our partners in
Newfoundland whose warm
hospitality ensured I got the chance

to enjoy their beautiful coast too. Frenchman’s Cove, Newfoundland,

REPORT ON GOM SYMPOSIUM ‘09

By Monica Finley, Biologist, FSRS

During the week of October 4 — 9, 2009 I had the opportunity to attend the Gulf of Maine Symposium:
Advancing Ecosystem Research for the Future of the Gulf, held at the enchanting Fairmount Algonquin
Hotel in St. Andrews, NB. The last major meeting of scientists working in the Gulf of Maine was the
RARGOM scientific symposium held in 1996. One of the 100+ presenters at the symposium, Boyce
Thorne-Miller, stated that “the best source of information about the Gulf of Maine is the Gulf of Maine,
but since it cannot write a report we have to rely on interpreters.” In attendance there were a total of 238
“interpreters” with diverse expertise in fields such as biology, zoology, microbiology, ecology,
oceanography, fishing industry, fisheries management, historians, and anthropologists. The overall goal
of the symposium was to synthesize and advance ecosystem research as it pertains to the future
management of the Gulf of Maine.

On the first day of the symposium I attended a technical workshop on the life histories of Gulf of Maine
fishes and invertebrates. The remainder of the week I
attended themed platform and poster presentations.
The themes were: tools for integrated policy and
management; structure and function of the Gulf of
Maine system; anthropogenic and external influences
of the Gulf of Maine ecosystem; monitoring/
observation, data collection, analyses and tools
required for an ecosystem approach to management
of the Gulf of Maine. The presentations of particular
interest to me, were focused on developing regionally
specific growth models for the American Lobster,

lobster nursery habitats, and biodiversity of the

Photo courtesy of Lana Cooper. . ..
macroinvertebrate communities.

I would like to thank the FSRS for their support that enabled me to attend. I would like to acknowledge
all of the symposium committees that made this event a success. More information about the Gulf of
Maine Symposium is available online (http://www.rargom.org/Symposium2009); the proceedings will be
available in the upcoming months and a volume of papers will be published in the American Fisheries
Society next year.
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BEACHCOMBING - What's EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
New in The News
OFFICERS
NEW SCIENCE John Levy President
ADVISORY REPORTS Junior (Winfred) Risser Vice President
NOW AVAILABLE B Hemeberry Tresure

The following four new Science Advisory
Reports are now available from the Canadian
Science  Advisory Secretariat (CSAS)

DIRECTORS AT LARGE

internet site: Bill Bond B
http://www.meds-sdmm.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/csas/ RanFly Bou.tlher
applications/Publications/ Cecil Cashin
publicationIndex_e.asp#ScR Jerry Creamer
Josh Fricker
2009/051 Recovery Potential Assessment for Garnet Heisler
Atlantic Whitefish (Coregonus Peter Hurley
huntsmani). Jean Lavallée
Ken Snow
2009/052 Assessment of Scallops Bill Williams
(Placopecten magellanicus) in Scallop John Tremblay - Scientific Program Committee Chair
Fishing Area (SFA) 29 West of
Longitude 65° 30'W. FISHERMEN AND SCIENTISTS RESEARCH SOCIETY
P.O. Box 25125
2009/053 Assessment of Nova Scotia Halifax, NS B3M 4H4

(4VWX) Snow Crab.
Phone: (902) 876-1160 Fax: (902) 876-1320
2009/054 2008 State of the Ocean: Chemical E-Mail: pmdservices@eastlink.ca

and Biological Oceanographic Web Site: www.fsrs.ns.ca

Conditions in the Gulf of Maine - Bay of

Fundy and on the Scotian Shelf Editor: PMD Services - Christine MacKenzie and

Patty King

© Fishermen and Scientists Research Society, 2009

UPCOMING EVENTS

FSRS 17th Annual Conference

February 26-27, 2010
Best Western Glengarry Hotel
Truro, NS

To register visit our website at www.fsrs.ns.ca or contact us at:
e-mail: info@fsrs.ns.ca phone: 902-876-1160 or fax: 902-876-1320.
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